BYLAWS
OF
REPUBLICAN WOMEN'S CLUB OF MASON COUNTY
 
ARTICLE 1 – Name

The name of the organization shall be the Republican Women's Club of Mason County. 
 
ARTICLE II – Purpose

Section 1: 	The purpose of the organization is to support and promote American ideals of limited government, individual freedom and opportunity, and national strength as embodied in the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. Without limitation as to the generality of the preceding, the following purposes are expressly stated:

a) To the participation and effectiveness of women in the cause of government.
b) To promote an informed electorate through educational programs and interaction with state and local governing bodies and community agencies, and organizations. 
c) To foster and promote Conservative ideals of the Republican Party. 
d) To recruit and support qualified individuals to run for office. 
e) To work for the election of qualified Republican Party candidates for elective office.
f) To support the objectives and policies of the Republican National Committee and the Washington State Republican Party.

ARTICLE III – Members
 
Section 1:	There may be four membership categories: ACTIVE, ASSOCIATE, LIFE, AND HONORARY. 

a) ACTIVE MEMBER: Any woman believing in the Conservative principles of the Republican Party and intending to support its candidates for elective office is eligible for ACTIVE Membership. Such membership is effective upon payment of dues. Active members may make motions, have a vote, and be elected to an office. 
b) ASSOCIATE MEMBER: Any man who supports the organization's purposes and wishes to participate in the organization's programs and/or activities is eligible for ASSOCIATE Membership. Associate members will be accepted by approval of the Executive Board. Membership is effective upon payment of dues. Such members may attend all meetings and functions of the organization and may be appointed to committee positions. However, they cannot make motions, have a vote, or hold office. 
c) LIFE MEMBER: Individuals who have been Active Members over time, have demonstrated leadership, made notable contributions in advancing the purposes of the organization, and are recognized in the community at large may be recommended for the award of LIFE Membership by the Executive Board and approval of the membership. LIFE MEMBERS have all the privileges of ACTIVE MEMBERS but do not pay dues.
d) HONORARY MEMBERS: Honorary Membership may be awarded to individuals who are not members of the organization but are recognized for service and leadership in the community. They have demonstrated support for the organization and may be awarded Honorary Membership upon recommendations of the Executive Board and approval of the membership.

Section 2:	Active Membership is effective upon payment of dues to the Treasurer in January of each year. 

Section 3:	When members are in arrears, the Membership Chair will notify them. 

Section 4:	RWMC membership lists shall be released only to RWMC Officers for internal use and publications. At no time shall the membership lists be released to any other organization or for campaign or commercial purposes.

ARTICLE IV – Officers and Executive Board

Section 1:	The elected officers of this organization shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. A Parliamentarian may be appointed by the President as needed.

Section 2:	Terms of elected officers shall be for one (1) year. 

Section 3:	Duties of the Officers:

a) The President shall preside at all meetings of the organization and Executive Board and shall be responsible for general supervision of the organization's work. She shall represent the organization in other forums or appoint another officer or Active Member to act on behalf of the organization. 
b) The Vice-President shall perform the President's duties in the absence of the President. She shall be responsible for coordinating the meeting programs. She shall also perform such other duties as may be assigned by the President. 
c) The Secretary shall keep and distribute minutes of all meetings to be approved by the members and shall be the custodian of all organization records. 
d) The Treasurer shall receive and be the custodian of all funds of the organization and shall pay all bills upon authorization by the Executive Board. She shall report in full at regular meetings as required by the President. She shall keep an up-to-date roster of the paid members. She shall follow the current state and Federal campaign laws. 
 
Section 4:	Executive Board The Executive Board shall consist of the elected officers and the immediate past president. They shall meet at the call of the President. A meeting may be called by any three members of the Executive Board to consider particular matters. 
 
Section 5:	Duties of the Executive Board The Executive Board shall have the authority to transact any necessary business between meetings, make recommendations about the organization's policies, advise the President, and fill vacancies between elections. 
 
ARTICLE V – Dues/Financial

Section 1:	Active Membership dues shall be twenty-five dollars ($25) per year. Associate. Membership dues shall be fifteen dollars ($15) per year. Dues are payable each January.

Section 2:	The organization's fiscal year shall be from January 1 to December 31. 

Section 3:	The Treasurer's books shall be audited by an auditing committee appointed by the President. The audit will be completed by January 30 and reported at the next regular meeting. 
 
ARTICLE VI – Nominations and Elections

 Section 1:	The President shall appoint a nominating committee of at least three (3) members at the September meeting. This committee shall report at least one name for each office at the November meeting. Nominations may then be made from the floor. Membership on the nominating committee does not preclude the person from being a candidate for office. 

Section 2:	Any Active Member in good standing may be elected to an office. An officer may be re-elected for the office in which she has served for an additional year or be elected to another office. 

Section 3:	Elections of officers shall be held at the regular November meeting. Elections shall be by ballot and by proxy. When there is only a single nominee, elections may be by voice vote, or the secretary shall be instructed to cast the elective ballot. The nominating committee shall provide all election materials and shall act as tellers for the election at the meeting. 

Section 4:	Installation of newly elected officers shall be held at the organization's regular meeting in December. 
 
ARTICLE VII – Committees
 
Section 1:	Committees shall be appointed by the President on an "as needed" basis (ad hoc) or as deemed advisable. 

Section 2:	The President shall be an ex-officio member of the committees. 

ARTICLE VIII – Quorum

Section 1:	A quorum for a meeting of this organization shall be fifty percent (50%) plus one of the paid members. Two-thirds shall constitute a quorum for the Executive Board. 
 
ARTICLE IX – Parliamentary Authority

Robert's Rules of Order, revised, shall govern all proceedings except where inconsistent with the provisions of the organization's by-laws. 

ARTICLE X – Amendments

These by-laws may be amended by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the paid members present at any qualified regular meeting or special meeting called for that purpose, provided such an amendment shall have been submitted in writing and read at the previous meeting and after approval by the Executive Board.
 
Changes to Bylaws read at the October 3, 2025, regular meeting

Voted and approved at a special meeting on October 10, 2025.
